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The Department of Social Services, Children’s Division, appeals the order of the 

juvenile division of the circuit court of St. Francois County instructing Children’s 

Division to designate a person to make end-of-life medical decisions for a child in the 

Division’s custody.   

 

REVERSED. 

 

DIVISION ONE HOLDS:  The juvenile court is vested with the responsibility to 

authorize end-of-life medical decisions on behalf of and in the best interests of children 

under its jurisdiction. The court may not delegate that duty. 

 

Opinion by:  Lisa Van Amburg, Chief Judge  

Gary M. Gaertner, Jr., J. and Philip M. Hess, J., concur. 

 

Attorney for Appellant: Jeremiah J. Morgan (attorney for Missouri Department 

of Social Services) 

    John M. Williams (Guardian Ad Litem) 

 

Attorney for Respondent: Tammy Steward (attorney for the Juvenile Officer) 

  Kenneth A. Seufert and Scott J. Schrum (co-counsel) (attorney for mother) 

 

              THIS SUMMARY IS NOT PART OF THE OPINION OF THE COURT.  

IT HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF THE READER AND 

SHOULD NOT BE QUOTED OR CITED. 


